A Long Way Gone Assignment Guidelines and Rubric

Guidelines:  You will be required to complete the following five parts from the novel A Long Way Gone, which describes one young boys experience fighting in Sierra Leone in Africa.


Part 1:  A Long Way Gone Lit Circles 


Part 2:  Project


Part 3:  Book Review Paragraph


Part 4:  Project Cover Page

These parts are detailed below.  This book review will be due on _______________.  It is worth a total of 20 points.

Part 1:  A Long Way Gone Lit Circles Sheet

Directions:  You will participate in Literary Circles a total of 8 days.  For each reading selection you should complete one of the following roles and answer the questions described below for a particular part of the reading.  You must participate in the Literacy Circle for each of the following 5 roles.  The roles and their requirements are as follows:

1.  Discussion Director: Guide your group’s discussion by asking questions. Remember to use words like “how, if, what, why” to begin your questions.

   Example questions:

· What questions do you have about what we read?

· What did this passage make you think of?

· Did it remind you of any other books that you have read?

· What do you think is going to happen next?

Keep your group on task.  If your group starts to talk about topics not related to the book bring them back to the book discussion.

2.  Summarizer:  Your job is to prepare a brief summary of the day’s reading.  Also, list the key events below that are important to the part of the story you have just read.

3.  Illustrator: Your job is to draw a picture or diagram that represents the reading for the day.  This may be a representation of the character, what’s happening in the selection, or a prediction of what you think will happen.  

· Share your illustration with your group.  Tell them what your picture means, where it came from in the part of the story you read and or what it represents to you.
· Ask your group for comments about your drawing.
4.  Literary Luminary:  Your job is to locate a few special sections of the text that your group should hear again.  The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text.  You decide which passage or paragraphs are worth hearing, and then jot plans for how they should be shared.  You can read passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them, or have people read them silently and then discuss.

*** Possible Reasons for picking a passage to be shared:

Important



Surprising



Funny

Informative



Controversial


Well Written

Thought-provoking


Confusing



Other

5.  Word Wizard:  Your job is to be on the lookout for unknown or unusual words in the reading.  You may want to mark the words with a post-it-note as you are reading and write the words down later. 

· Choose words that you are unfamiliar with, are repeated a lot (refrain), or words that display figurative language.

· Help the group find these words in their book, look at context clues, and discuss their meaning or use in the sentence.
Part II: Project

Directions:  You must choose one of the following to complete.

1. Rap Analysis:  Find a song written by one of the rappers discussed in this text and write a one page reflection on examples of their music.  How do the lyrics and music make you feel?  Why do you think that Ishmael found these songs so comforting and enjoyable?
2. Readers Theater:  Use a selection from the text to write your own play.  Maybe you can look on p. 38 and create a play showing where Ishmael used his rap skills to get out of trouble with one village chief.  Use any part of the book that you can make into a 3-5 minute play and perform for the class.

3. RAFT p. 42-43 or Ch 20 first time in NYC:  Write a RAFT or take the role of Ishmael and write a diary entry focused on either the theme of explaining his feelings of being a “troublesome boy” or how he would write about his first time being in NYC.

4. Poem p. 52:  Write a poem with a theme of loneliness that describes Ishmael’s feelings of loneliness when alone in the forest.

5. Bra Spider Story p. 74:  Write a similar story to the Bra Spider story in the text.  It should be at least a page long.

Part III:  Book Review

Directions:  You must write a one-paragraph review or opinion paper about the novel.  Simply explain if you liked the novel or not and why?  You need to point out specific sections that were most difficult.
Part IV:  Book Review Cover Page

Directions:  Look up the conflict in the Sierra Leone in the article discussed in class as well as the Internet to help you design a book or report cover focusing on the children soldiers of Sierra Leone.  This will be stapled on top of the three other parts of you’re A Long Way Home Book Review Assignment.
A Long Way Home Reading Review Rubric

Directions for grading:  Choose the amount of points you deserve for each part:  Reading Guide, Project, Review and Cover (Points are at the top row).  Add up each row and place your score in the part marked Student Assessment.

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Lit Circles
	100-90% of the questions are answered.
	90-80% of the questions are answered.
	80-70% of the questions are answered.
	70-60% of the questions are answered.
	Less than 60% of the questions are answered.

	Project
	Project is completed with exceptional creativity and indepth analysis using proper synthesis from text.
	Project is completed little creativity but indepth analysis and proper synthesis from text is fairly strong.
	Project is completed some creativity but indepth analysis and proper synthesis from text is weak.
	Project is completed with creativity but indepth analysis and proper synthesis from text is very weak.
	Project is completed with little creativity or any indepth analysis using proper synthesis from text.

	Review
	Well thought out opinions on the novel with 3-5 specific examples.
	Several thought out opinions without many specific examples.
	Some strong opinions but few specific examples from the novel.
	Few opinions and few specific examples from the novel.
	Weak opinions and little or no specific examples from the novel.

	Creative Element
	Highly creative with obvious link to the historic elements in novel.
	Highly creative with weak link to the historic elements in novel.
	Somewhat creative with weak link to the historic elements in novel.
	Little creativity with weak link to the historic elements in novel.
	Little or no creativity and no link to the historic elements in novel.


Teacher Assessment:____________

Total Points: __________/20__________
20-18 A


17-16 B


15-14 C


13-12 D      

11-below 

F
