Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “Yellow Wallpaper” Reading and Soundtrack Assignment Guidelines and Rubric
Guidelines:

In this assignment you will read Charlotte Perkins Gillman’s, “Yellow Wallpaper.”  They are available online via:

The University of Virginia Library's Electronic Text Center: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/GilYell.html  
Or 

The Original New England Magazine version:  http://digital.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=newe;cc=newe;rgn=full%20text;idno=newe0011-5;didno=newe0011-5;view=image;seq=00655;node=newe0011-5%3A1.

Active Reading:

First, you will read Gilman's "The Yellow Wall-paper," and fill out the “Active Reading Chart.”  This will help you take notes on the story, highlight characters, setting, narrative style, point-of-view, and potential symbols to examine the idea of the 19th century “cult of domesticity.”  You may need to recreate this chart on another sheet of paper.
	How does the author describe:
	Examples/Descriptions
from
“The Yellow Wall-paper”
	Reader Interpretation
(possible symbolic meanings, oddities in descriptions, etc.)

	Her room?
	
	

	Her wallpaper?
	
	

	Her illness?
	
	

	Her husband?
	
	

	Her caretakers/other family members?
	
	

	Herself?
	
	

	Her journal?
	
	

	Other notes/observations?
	
	


Soundtrack Rationale/Presentation Evaluation:

Using the chart and questions, find a song focused on the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character in “The Yellow Wallpaper.”  This song should enhance your understanding of the story but also the ideas of the historical interpretations of 19th century women’s roles under the “cult of domesticity,” and how some women challenged those interpretations. It might help to imagine this story as a movie or even a music video and fit your music to the images this story creates in your own mind.

Once you choose your song you will need to write a rationale for your song choice which will:

· Describe how the song relates to the overall theme, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character in “The Yellow Wallpaper.”
· Explain a scene that your song would play over.
Then you will prepare to present the rationale to the class:

· Put the song on a CD or a MP3 player by choosing a 20 to 40 second clip from your song to share with the class.
· The class is going to rate your song: Buy it! (If it’s a great fit!); Burn it! (if it’s a marginally good pick); Trash it! (You are no DJ!)
Rubric:

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Active Reading
	100% of the sheet is complete with clear symbolism described.
	100% of the sheet is complete with weak symbolism provided.
	More than 70% is complete but all details and symbols provided are clearly defined.
	More than 50% is complete but all details and symbols provided are clearly defined.
	Less than 50% complete but there are great details and symbols described.OR 100-50% is complete but the details and symbols are weak.

	Soundtrack Rationale
	Rationale very clearly explains the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character.
	Rationale clearly explains the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character.
	Rationale somewhat explains the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character.
	Rationale is weak and doesn’t clearly explain the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character.
	Rationale doesn’t explain the overall theme of the story, the tone or mood of a specific part or a character.

	Presentation Evaluation (Extra Credit)
	Nearly 100% of the class voted to Buy It!
	Over 70% of  the class voted to Buy It!
	Nearly 100% of the class voted to Burn It!
	Over 70% of the class voted to Burn It!
	The majority of the class voted to Trash It!


*  Part of this assignment was swiped from http://edsitement.neh.gov/ and the other from Mr. Andujar.  

