Document Analysis Project Guidelines and Rubric

Guidelines:

You will each be placed in groups of 3-4 students and asked to complete a document analysis of a collection of historical artifacts from a period in American History.  These artifacts may be a group of photos, posters or cartoons, which will all deal with one overall theme.  Then, you will present these analyses to the class in the form of a PowerPoint Presentation or Poster.  The guidelines and theme for the artifacts are on the opposite side of this paper.

Grading Rubric:

You will be assessed by the teacher as a group and will also complete an individual self-assessment, which will be averaged together for an individual score.  Each of these assessments will be based on the following rubric:

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Doc Analysis
	All documents are analyzed in full detail.
	Most documents are analyzed in some detail
	All documents are analyzed but lack detail.
	Some of the documents are analyzed but in little detail
	At least one document analyzed with detail.

	Presentation
	Clear and creative presentation of all documents with detailed evaluation of the documents.
	Mostly clear presentation, some creativity but detailed evaluation of the documents.
	Presentation is mostly clear, very creatively presented but no evaluation of documents.
	Presentation is unclear and lacks creativity OR clear with little creativity but NO evaluation of documents.
	Presentation completed but lacking creativity, NO or little evaluation of documents.


Andrew Jackson and the 1828 Election Posters

1) Researchers:  Read some background on the 1828 Election at the following website:


http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/article_display.cfm?HHID=637 

2) Analyzers:  You will be given three posters from the 1828 election arguing FOR and AGAINST Andrew Jackson during the 1828 election.  For each campaign poster answer the poster analysis chart below:

Poster Analysis Worksheet

	1.
	  
	What are the main colors used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	2.
	 
	What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________ 

	3.
	 
	If a symbol is used, is it

a. clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________

b. memorable? _________________________________

c. dramatic? ___________________________________

	4.
	 
	Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
___________________________________________________________________________

	5.
	 
	Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	6.
	 
	What is the intention or hope of the poster’s creator to get the audience to do?
___________________________________________________________________________

	7.
	 
	What purpose(s) is/are served by the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	8.
	 
	The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
3) Presenters:  Present each of your posters to the class by focusing describing questions 6-8 to the class.

Yellow Journalism and the Spanish American War Cartoons

1) Researchers:  Read some background on Yellow Journalism at: 

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/

Click on the “Yellow Journalism” link located in the right column of the site.  Then, read the information about Yellow Journalism.  Next, click on the “Hearst Biography” on the left side of the page and read about the powerful owner of the New York Journal.  Furthermore, visit the “Davis Biography” on the left side of the page to read about reporter Richard Harding Davis.  Finally, look over the “Headline Gallery” and “Cartoon Gallery” to get an idea of actual headlines and cartoons used to promote a war with Spain in Cuba.

2) Analyzers:  You will need to choose three cartoons from the “Cartoon Gallery” and complete the following Cartoon Analysis Chart for each:

Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

	Level 1

	Visuals
	Words (not all cartoons include words) 

	1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 
	1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title. 

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist to identify objects or people within the cartoon.

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear in the cartoon.

	Level 2

	Visuals
	Words

	2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols? 

3. What do you think each symbol means? 
	4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be the most significant? Why do you think so? 

5. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the cartoon. 

	Level 3

	A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols. 

C. Explain the message of the cartoon.

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
3) Presenters:  Present your cartoons by giving detailed information to the class about questions A-D.

Great Depression Photos

1)  Researchers:  You will need to visit the website and find three photos from the era of the Great Depression:

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
Select, “Black and White” or “Color” and then select “Browse” the subject collection.  

2)  Analyzers:  You must answer a Photo Analysis sheet like below for each photo:

Photo Analysis

1. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.
2.  Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.
	People
	Objects
	Activities

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. What do you think is going on in this photo, based on your answers above?

4. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Where could you find answers to them?

3)  Presenters:  You must present the photos to the class focusing on the ideas in questions 3 and 4.  

The New Deal Posters

1)  Researchers:  You will need to visit the website below and select three photos made for different New Deal agencies:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaposters/highlights.html

Click on one of the following links: Health and Safety, Cultural Programs, Travel and Tourism, Educational Programs, Community Activities, Federal Project Number One and WWII to view posters promoting different WPA Programs.

2)  Presenters:  Complete the following chart for each poster

Poster Analysis Worksheet

	1.
	  
	What are the main colors used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	2.
	 
	What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________ 

	3.
	 
	If a symbol is used, is it

d. clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________

e. memorable? _________________________________

f. dramatic? ___________________________________

	4.
	 
	Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
___________________________________________________________________________

	5.
	 
	Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	6.
	 
	What does the Government hope the audience will do?
___________________________________________________________________________

	7.
	 
	What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	8.
	 
	The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
3)  Presenters:  Present each of your posters to the class by focusing describing questions 6-8 to the class.
WWI Political Cartoons

1)  Researchers:  Visit the following website and get some background info on WWI:

http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/ 

Then, visit the site below and view some WWI political cartoons: 

http://perspective.pearsonaccess.com/content/resources/teachingresources/unitplans/up207/litdig.html 

2)  Analyzers:  You will need to choose three of the cartoons complete the following Cartoon Analysis Chart for each:

Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

	Level 1

	Visuals
	Words (not all cartoons include words) 

	3) List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 
	4. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title. 

5. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist to identify objects or people within the cartoon.

6. Record any important dates or numbers that appear in the cartoon.

	Level 2

	Visuals
	Words

	4) Which of the objects on your list are symbols? 

5) What do you think each symbol means? 
	6. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be the most significant? Why do you think so? 

7. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the cartoon. 

	Level 3

	A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols. 

C. Explain the message of the cartoon.

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's message? Why?


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
3)  Presenters:  Present your cartoons by giving detailed information to the class about questions A-D.

WWII Posters 

1)  Researchers:  Visit the website below to get some background information about WWII propaganda and posters:
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers_of_persuasion/powers_of_persuasion_intro.html# 
You may select three posters from this website or choose from a collection from your instructor.

2)  Presenters:  Complete the following chart for each poster

Poster Analysis Worksheet

	1.
	  
	What are the main colors used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	2.
	 
	What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________ 

	3.
	 
	If a symbol is used, is it

g. clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________

h. memorable? _________________________________

i. dramatic? ___________________________________

	4.
	 
	Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
___________________________________________________________________________

	5.
	 
	Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	6.
	 
	What does the Government hope the audience will do?
___________________________________________________________________________

	7.
	 
	What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

	8.
	 
	The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408.
3)  Presenters:  Present each of your posters to the class by focusing describing questions 6-8 to the class.
Vietnam Photos

1)  Researchers:  You will need to visit the website below and research some background on the Vietnam War:

http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/ 

Your instructor will give you three Vietnam Photos to use in addition to this research.

2)  Analyzers:  You must answer a Photo Analysis sheet like below for each photo:

Photo Analysis

3. Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.
4.  Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.
	People
	Objects
	Activities

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. What do you think is going on in this photo, based on your answers above?

6. What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?  Where could you find answers to them?

3)  Presenters:  You must present the photos to the class focusing on the ideas in questions 3 and 4.  

