Part I:  Guided Reading:  The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

Directions:  Answer the questions for each Chapter from the short story in complete sentences.

Chapter I

1.  What do you think a phaeton is?

2.  What does Mr. Button find in the crib rather than his new baby?

3.  Why do you believe Mr. Button is in an, “ecstasy of horror?”

4.  What is the overall theme of this first chapter?

5.  What is significant about Mr. Button’s wishing for an instant that his son had been born black with reference to his position in society mentioned at the start of the chapter?

Chapter II and III

6.  Why is it so difficult for Mr. Button to buy clothes for his newborn son?

7.  What do you think penultimate means?

8.  How does the author show that Mr. Button’s son respects and trusts him?

9.  What does the Button family start calling their newborn son rather than Methuselah?

10.  Why do you think it delights Benjamin’s father when he accidently breaks the kitchen window?

11.   What is the compromise that is made between Benjamin and his father over his getting to wear trousers? 

Chapter IV and V

12.  What do you think the author means by the statement that during Benjamin’s life between the ages of 12 and 21 he underwent years of normal ungrowth?

13.  Why does the registrar kick Benjamin out of his office?

14.  What does the term permeated mean when the author says, “A fever of excitement permeated the college?”

15.  Do you think that running Benjamin out will be Yale’s biggest mistake?  Why or why not?

16.  What other beauty, rather than of the sky described in the second paragraph of Ch. V, affects Benjamin the night of the dance at the Shelvin’s house?  

17.  What does Hildegarde like about Benjamin?  Why does she like this?

Chapters VI, VII and VIII

18.  What does the author say everyone thought was, “criminal” about Benjamin and Hildegarde’s marriage?

19.  What is a coup?

20.  Why do you think Benjamin is uneasy with growing younger?

21.  What is the chasm that grows between Hildegarde and Benjamin?  Why does it grow?
Chapters IX, X and XI

22.  Why is Benjamin’s relationship with his son Roscoe difficult?

23.  Why does Benjamin have difficulty gaining any respect as a member of the infantry brigade?

24.  What is odd about Roscoe Button’s first child’s grandfather?

25.  What is your opinion about the end of the short story?

Part II:  Guided Viewing:  The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

Directions:  Follow along with the movie and answer the questions below in complete sentences.

Day 1

1. Who are the narrators of the story in the film?

2.  How is Mr. Button’s reaction to seeing his newborn son, similar/different from the short story?

3.  How is Benjamin’s identity as an elderly child hidden from the public in this film?

4.  What does Mr. Oti teach Benjamin about identity and human nature?

5.  Why is it considered “shameful” when Benjamin is found playing with Daisy under the table at night?  How is it similar to thoughts of Benjamin’s marriage to Hildegarde in the story?  

6.  Explain how Benjamin’s relationship with his father is established?

7.  What does Benjamin learn about life and death from the woman who taught him to play the piano?

Day 2

8.  Where do Benjamin’s adventures as a sailor bring him?

9.  How does Benjamin and Ms. Abbott’s relationship explain the overall theme of age and identity in the film?

10.  What role does Captain Mike’s ship undertake with the start of WWII?

11.  Why do you think Benjamin thinks he is the only thing that has changed about his return home?  How is this true?  And how is it not true?

12.  Explain what you think Benjamin means when he says, “…our lives are defined by opportunities even the ones we miss,” and how it applies to the theme of age and time in the film/story. 

13.  What course does Benjamin’s relationship with his father take at this point in the film and what is his response?

14.  How do you think Benjamin’s ideas about his father’s death about letting go explain the overall theme of this film and the short story?

Day 3

15.  How is Benjamin’s life in his older years (when he appears young), such as when he visits Daisy in NY, different yet similar in the film to his return from the Spanish American War in the text? (Check Ch. VIII to help and question 25)

16.  What conclusions can you make about Benjamin’s ideas about time with reference to Daisy’s injury in Paris?

17.   How do Daisy’s feelings about getting old explain the overall theme of this film and story?

18.  Are Benjamin’s fears about having children similar to the problem’s he encounters in the text as Roscoe’s father?  Why?

19.  Explain why you think the regrets Benjamin writes about in his postcards to Caroline describe the overall theme of the film and short story?

20.  What is your opinion about the end of this film and how it compares to the short story?

