Speaker Reflection Essay Guidelines and Rubric

Guidelines:

You will be writing an essay in which you reflect upon the ideas and information presented by the speaker.  Your essay should focus on ideas we’ve discussed in class as well as the following basic questions:

1. Who was the speaker and what was their background?

2. How and when did they become an expert on the topic of the presentation?
3. Why did is the topic of the presentation of importance to your personal goals? 
4. What did you take away from this presentation that you will use in the future?
Your essay should include an introduction that describes the biographical information of the speaker.  The thesis should focus on the impact the speaker did or did not have on your personal goals.  It should have a body that is filled with facts and ideas that support your thesis based on the presentation.  Lastly, it should have a strong conclusion that restates your thesis and explains why the facts you’ve presented supports your thesis.  

Also, your paper should contain few or no spelling/grammatical mistakes and be typed!

	CATEGORY
	4 - 
	3 -
	2 - 
	1 - 

	Evidence and Examples
	All of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant, and with strong reflection that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	Most of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant, some reflection and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant, a little reflection and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author's position.
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained AND/OR not with reflection.

	Sequencing
	Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought.
	Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought.
	A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing.
	Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing.

	Closing paragraph
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader solidly understanding the writer's position. Effective restatement of the position statement begins the closing paragraph.
	The conclusion is recognizable. The author's position is restated within the first two sentences of the closing paragraph.
	The author's position is restated within the closing paragraph, but not near the beginning.
	There is no conclusion - the paper just ends.

	Grammar & Spelling
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.

	Capitalization & Punctuation
	Author makes no errors in capitalization or punctuation, so the essay is exceptionally easy to read.
	Author makes 1-2 errors in capitalization or punctuation, but the essay is still easy to read.
	Author makes a few errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow.
	Author makes several errors in capitalization and/or punctuation that catch the reader's attention and interrupt the flow.


