Building a Nation Assignment Guidelines and Rubric: A Project for Library and Archives Canada's
Confederation for Kids Website at http://www.collectionscanada.ca/confederation/kids/index-e.html 
Guidelines:  

CANADA TO START ALL OVER!

You will now use the information you researched yesterday to put yourselves in of Canada’s "starting all over" process. You will do this by organizing and staging a Confederation Review Conference of your own. The first task is to choose which province you will represent at the conference:

Province or Territory and year they Joined Confederation:

Manitoba  1870
New Brunswick 1867

Northwest Territories 1870

Nova Scotia 1867
Ontario 1867


Quebec  1867


You will be assigned one of the Provinces listed above to help represent. It will be your responsibility to prepare, attend, and participate in the Confederation Review Conference on behalf of your selected group/region.

Next, you must complete the following tasks:

Task 2: Reasons. Brainstorm and research a list of as many reasons as possible why your group/region would, or would not, want to be a part of a Canada in the 19th Century. (This will take some historical research)  Complete Handout 2:
· Information on reasons can be found on the sites listed in Web Links and on the Sources Sheet.
· Each reason should be ranked on a scale of 1 to 5. 

· When the reasons have been completed, the totals should be added. Which side has more points? Remain in Canada? or seek a new future with a new status from within or from outside of Canada? This is the decision the group will present at the Confederation Review Conference.

Task 3: Assets and Needs. Research and brainstorm assets and needs of your group/region.  Complete Handout 3.
· What could they give to, share with, or trade with other regions and groups in a new Confederation?

· What do they need that they could hope to get from other regions?

· Students should again assign points to each item. This will eventually help prioritize the content of the group/region's speech to be presented at the Confederation Review Conference.

Task 4: Values. After this (or at the same time), create a chart of values that you hope to see your new country represent. (You may find this through historical research or could make this up as you please)  See Handout 4. 

What rights do you consider important enough to include in the new constitution? 

· Free speech?

· Equal rights?

· The right to vote? (Who?)

· Environmental protection?

· Official languages?

· Culture?

· Other?

For government, do you wish it to be: 

· A republic?

· A monarchy?

· A constitutional monarchy?

· A democracy?

· A dictatorship?

Students should research these terms to understand them better.

Groups must arrive at agreed-upon decisions regarding the issues in Preparatory Task #4, and be prepared to present these decisions during speeches at the Confederation Review Conference.

Task 5: Writing Speeches. Groups select a main speaker (or two) to be a "Father/Mother of Confederation" for that group. As a group, you should write a short speech to be made to the others. Complete Handout 5.
The text of the speech represents the findings resulting from each group/region's work during Preparatory Tasks 1, 2 and 3. The speech, therefore, should include: 

· Why they hope for a new Confederation (or not).

· How they hope to benefit from this new Confederation.

· What strengths they bring to Confederation.

· What type of government they would like to see.

· Three rights that they wish to have protected by this new Confederation.

Then:

The Confederation Review Conference
Task 6: Speeches. All members from each of the group/region teams attend the Confederation Review Conference.

The representative speakers are introduced. Each speaker delivers his/her group/region's message. All students must complete Handout 6 to allow you to compare the groups' positions on various issues. 

You will be graded as a group using the following rubric:
	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Handout 1:  Research
	100-90% of the questions are answered.
	89-80% of the questions are answered.
	79-70% of the questions are answered.
	69-60% of the questions are answered.

	Handout 2: Reasons
	Strong and detailed reasons are listed to join or not to join.
	Somewhat strong and detailed reasons are listed to join or not to join.
	Fairly weak reasons are listed to join or not to join.
	Poor reasons and/or only reasons to or not to join are given not both.

	Handout 3:  Assets and Needs
	At least 5 assets and 5 needs are listed with points.
	3-5 assets and 3-5 needs are listed with points.
	Less than 3 assets and less than 3 needs are listed with points.
	Only assets or only needs are listed or at least one of them is completed.

	Handout 4:  Values
	At least 5 rights and reasons as well a type of government and reason are listed.
	3-5 rights and reasons as well as a type of government and reason are listed.
	3-5 rights and reasons are listed but no or a weak reason for type of government is listed.
	Less than 3 rights and reasons.  No type of government or reason listed.

	Handouts 5 and 6:  Speeches and Evaluation
	
	
	
	


