The Election of 1840 Party Platform Analysis  Guidelines and Rubric Guidelines:

You will be completing a small project in which you will be doing the following:

1.  Analyzing a primary document dealing with either a Democrat or Whig stance on an issue from the mid-19th Century:  Issue 1: Federal Land Policy Issue 2: Indian Affairs Issue 3:  National Bank  Issue 4: Paper Money  Issue 5: Slavery  Issue 6: Tariffs  Issue 7: Territorial Expansion  by writing a statement that explains your assigned issue and your parties stance on that issue.
2.  Create Party Slogan for that issue and represent that slogan on an 8 ½ x 11” piece of copy paper.

3.  Present your party statement, slogan and poster to the class which will allow you to fill out a Party Platform sheet for each issue as presented by both sides in point vs. point fashion.

4.  Finally, you will write a two-three paragraph essay which answers the following questions:

· What were the positions of each party on the issues? Which positions, if any, changed over time in reaction to events? Which events? 
· How did the parties’ positions have an impact on economic, social and environmental history in the US?
· To what extent were party positions dictated by other factors? What considerations were important?

· Which positions of either party resonate in the politics of today?
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	Issue Statement 
	Statement is written and presented in specific detail.
	Statement is written in specific detail but unclearly presented.
	Statement is written unclearly and poorly presented.
	Statement is unclear and presented very poorly.
	Statement is incomplete and/or not presented.

	Poster and Slogan
	Very unique and creative display of information and shows clear understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Somewhat unique and creative display of information and shows  some understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Little or no creativity in display of information but shows some  understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Little or no creativity in display of information  and shows little  understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols. 
	No creativity in display of information and no understanding of the issue.

	Party Platform Worksheet
	All issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Most issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Some issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Few issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	A couple issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.

	Questions 
	The essay is well focused and has developed balanced answers.
	The essay is focused, developed and balanced answers but the analysis is not fully developed.
	The essay is with focus and some explicit analysis.
	The essay contains narrative with some implicit analysis of how successful it was.
	The essay contains vague and inaccurate general comments.


 Rubric:
