Abolition of Slavery Newspaper Article Guidelines and Rubric

Guidelines:

In the United States the Underground Railroad helped slaves escape to freedom.  The conductors of this railroad destroyed their notes to protect the identity of runaways.  Therefore, all we have today to understand the plight of runaway slaves and the fight to end slavery are Abolitionist papers like:

The Liberator (founded by William Lloyd Garrison in 1831)
North Star (founded by Frederick Douglass in 1847)
African Observer (1827-1828), Genius of Universal Emancipation (founded by Benjamin Lundy in 1821)
other published articles, essays, narratives, speeches, editorials, poems and documents calling for the emancipation of slaves and abolition of slavery:

• What do you think were some of the reasons why people would create and publish an abolitionist (anti-slavery) paper?

Task 1 Underground Railroad Discussion (Brainstormer)
Imagine that you lived during the time of the Underground Railroad.  Lead a discussion with your group members and answer the following questions:

· If you had the opportunity to create an abolitionist paper, what would you like to include?
· What kind of articles or stories would you publish?
· What would you need to start it up? (Make a list.)

Take notes on this discussion and type it up.

Task 2 Historical Research (Historian)
Research one of the abolitionist papers listed above online, read at least one of the articles they published, print a copy of the article and bring it to class. You will report your findings to the rest of the group describing the following:

· What kind of article did you chose?

· What type of information does it contain and how was it presented in the paper?  
During the discussion of your article you will also want to explain the following questions to your group:  

· Was the organization of such papers and articles important?

· Do you think that newspapers are as important today?
· Back in the 1800’s, one of the nation’s leading issues was slavery and the abolition of

slavery. Can you think of any issues that the country is currently divided on?
Task 3  Abolition Newspaper (Publishers)
Two members of the group will write speeches, poems, or essays and design the front cover of a paper supporting the abolition of slavery.  The front cover should be completed on a poster board with at least one picture/photo, one speech, one essay and a poem.  Make sure that each entry includes a heading, an accurate historical date, a title, an author name.

Task 4 Abolition Analysis Essay (Brainstormer)

Lastly, write an essay that answers the following question:
· How did abolitionist papers contribute to the resistance against slavery in the U.S.?
Rubric:
A self assessment using this rubric will be averaged with the score given to you by the teacher for a total of 20 points.
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	Task 1 Underground Railroad Discussion (Brainstormer)
	Detailed answers were discussed and notes are typed up and written clearly.  Discussion never went off track of topic.
	Mostly detailed answers were discussed and notes are typed up and written somewhat clearly.  Discussion stayed mostly on track.
	Somewhat detailed answers were discussed and notes are hand written clearly.  Discussion stayed on track.
	Answers are unclear and poorly written.  The discussion was poorly led and often off track.
	Answers are incomplete or lack detail and focus.  The discussion was poorly led, often off track and little was accomplished.

	Task 2 Historical Research (Historian)
	Copies of the paper are provided to each member of the group.  All questions are answered and typed in detail.  Discussion never went off track of topic.
	At least one copy of the paper or article are provided.  Most of the questions are answered and typed in detail.  Discussion stayed mostly on track.
	A copy of the paper or article is available.  Some of the questions are answered and handwritten.  Discussion stayed on track.
	No copy of the paper or article is provided.  Answers are unclear and poorly written.  The discussion was poorly led and often off track.
	Copy of the paper or article is provided.  No answers are completed or are very poorly done.  The discussion was often off track.

	Task 3  Abolition Newspaper (Publishers)
	The newspaper is creative with an original picture, poem, speech and essay completed which details the message of the paper. 
	The newspaper is mostly creative with at least three of the elements provided which mostly details the message of the paper.
	The newspaper is creative with at least two elements provided that details the message of the paper.
	The newspaper is completed with all four elements.  Little creativity or effort was put into its construction and the message is unclear.
	The newspaper is incomplete, poorly constructed and has no clear message.

	Task 4 Abolition Analysis Essay (Brainstormer)
	For thorough, perspective, balanced analysis of the question and topic.
	Well focused, detailed analysis yet all aspects are not addressed.
	Better focus and some explicit analysis on the issues.
	Narrative accounts showing implicit awareness of the arguments.
	For unsupported general arguments.


