Analysis of Maroon Communities and Slave Resistance in the Americas

Procedure:
In this assignment you will be learning about:
1.)maroons in Mexico, including Yanga, 2.) maroons in the US, including Juan Caballo and the Black Seminoles, and 3.) the Underground Railroad.

You will be working in pairs to answer the following questions:

· How were the experiences of maroons similar and different in the U.S. and Mexico? 
· How did people from both countries interact?

You will be answering these questions by completing ONE of the following activities:

Yanga Journal Entry
Use your knowledge about Yanga’s world and his rebellion.  Then, write and design a top secret journal entry or letter as Yanga, Yanga’s military assistant, a Cimarron in Yanga’s palenque, or a Spanish soldier fighting against Yanga’s guerillas that describes:

• What you would say if you were Yanga, a Cimarron or a soldier?

• If this letter was found four hundred years later, what would it reveal  about what happened in the mountains of Veracruz in 1609?

Juan Caballo Interview
Review information on Juan Caballo and the Black Seminoles, and imagine you are a Mexican reporter who is covering a story on Juan Caballo upon his return to Mexico after his release in 1851.
Make a list of 10 questions you would ask Juan Caballo during an interview. In your pair one person will be the interviewer and one the interviewee.  Like a real interview, it would become a true historical document. Such documents, like interviews, narratives, journals, letters, and diaries are the kind of primary documents that historians study and interpret to write articles and books on any given subject.  You will be required to write out a transcript of the 10 questions and answers given in this interview.
Slave Narrative Analysis
There are several websites make primary documents available for the public to see and analyze. For example, if you navigate the Seminole Nation website (www.seminolenation-indianterritory.org ), you can find Seminole emigration records, letters, and census information from the 1800’s. Some websites offer scanned images of actual records like newspaper clippings, treaties, government documents, interviews, narratives, and other forms. In the Library of Congress-American Memory website, collections contain thousands of information and primary documents for us to use. The Slave Narratives collection, in particular, contains hundreds of ex-slave narratives.

The Slave Narrative collection contains the interview of Felix Haywood, an ex-slave who was interviewed at the age of 92. Read the following excerpt which refers to his experience with the Underground Railroad:

“Sometimes someone would come along and try to get us to run up North and be free. We used to laugh at that. There was no reason to run up North. All we had to do was to walk, but walk south, and we’d be free as soon as we crossed the Rio Grande. In Mexico you could be free. They didn’t care what color you were, black, white, yellow or blue. Hundreds of slaves did go to Mexico and got on to be all right. We could hear about them and how they were going to be Mexicans. They brought up their children to speak only Mexican. ”

· Felix Haywood.

For this activity, use the Internet to find his narrative/interview. Complete the following directions:

1. Go to http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html 

2. Click on Browse Narratives by Narrator

3. Find the name Benjamin Henderson

4. Click on Felix Haywood

5. Click on View page images

6. Once you have found the narrative, read the interview and answer the following questions:

a) When was the interview done?

b) Are there any photographs that correspond to this interview?


c) Who might have done the interview?

d) What was Felix talking about?

e) What does he say about the end of the war?

f) Did he make any comment on how the war could have been shortened?

g) What else does he say about Freedom?

h) How can we tell if he stayed in Mexico?

Essay on Slave Resistance Movements
Write an essay response to the following questions:

a. What were the different forms of slave resistance in North America?

b. Do you think that the slave rebellions in North America were successful? Why?

c. Were the experiences of enslaved people in Mexico and the U.S. similar or

different? How?
Resources:  
Use the following websites and handout to help complete the assignment:  

Africans in the Americas:

www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/index.html 

Seminoles:

www.texancultures.utsa.edu/seminole/blackseminoleintro.htm 

www.johnhorse.com 

www.ccny.cuny.edu/library/news/seminoles2.html 

www.seminolenation-indianterritory.org/seminole_in_Mexico.htm  (and other links) 

Photographs/Documents:

www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/landing.cfm?migration=2 

Exploring Africa:

http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/students/stu_curriculummap.html 

Transatlantic Slave Trade:

www.antislavery.org/breakingthesilence/main/06/RunawaysandMaroonWars.shtml 

www.slaveryinamerica.org  
 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html 
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	2
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	Question 
	Questions are all answered in detail.
	Most of the questions are answered.
	A few of the questions are answered.
	One or two of the questions are answered.
	At least one questions is answered.

	Creativity
	Very unique and creative display of information.
	Somewhat unique and creative display of information.
	Unique and creative display of information.
	Nearly any creativity to display information.
	No creativity in display of information.

	Grammar and Spelling
	No grammatical or spelling mistakes.
	1-3 grammatical or spelling mistakes
	4-5 grammatical or spelling mistakes.
	6-7 grammatical or spelling mistakes.
	8 or more grammatical or spelling mistakes.

	Research
	More than 3 sources used and cited properly in bibliography.
	At least 3 sources used and cited properly in bibliography.
	At least 2 sources used and cited properly in bibliography.
	At least 1 source used and cited properly in bibliography.
	No sources used or cited in bibliography or all/some sources cited improperly.


You will be graded using the following rubric:
