Cowboys and Indians Notes I
Ch. 13 Sec. 1

Great Plains:  the vast grassland that extends through the west-central part of the U.S. (p. 380)
Homestead Act:  law passed in 1862 which provided 160 acres of free land in the West to anyone who would live on and cultivate it for five years. (p. 382)
Sand Creek Massacre:  attack by the U.S. cavalry on a Cheyenne camp in the Colorado Territory in 1864.  200 Native American men, women and children were killed. (p. 383)
Sitting Bull:  Medicine man and leader of the Hunkpapa Sioux.  He was determined to remove whites from Sioux territory. (p. 284)
George Custer:  A Civil War hero and colonel in the 7th Cavalry sent to find gold in the Black Hills.  He was attacked by the Sioux in the Battle of Little Bighorn, which became “Custer’s Last Stand” as he was defeated.  The loss angered Americans and led to the revenged destruction of the Sioux.
Assimilation:  a minority groups adoption of the beliefs and way of life of the dominant culture. (p. 385)
Dawes Act:  Law passed in 1887 intended to “Americanize” Native Americans by distributing reservation land to individual owners. (p. 385)
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Ch. 13 Sec. 2 and 3

Longhorn-  Cattle brought by the Spaniards to the West Indies and later Mexico where they were used to provide food for miners.  They eventually spread into Texas and the Great Plains where the thrived in the American grasslands. (p. 388-89)
“Wild Bill” Hickok-  This “cowboy” was a Civil War spy and later a marshal in Kansas.  He was shot and killed in a poker game.  His legend grew out of dime store novels. (p. 391)
Martha Jane Cannary (Calamity Jane)-  Hickok’s partner who spread stories about her experiences as a guide for Colonel George Custer.  She later performed as a member of Wild West in Eastern cities. (p. 391)
Homesteader-  Name given to the people who took advantage of the free land provided by the Homestead Act of 1862.  By 1900 over 400,000 people took advantage of the land. (p. 397)
Soddy- A dugout or sod home which was built out of the prairie land by homesteaders. (p. 398)
Morrill Land Grant Acts-  The government passed these acts to give farmers agricultural education. (p. 399)
Bonanza farm-  Larger farms which grew from new inventions led Western agriculture to increase production. (p. 400)
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Ch. 13 Sec. 4

Oliver Kelley-  Organized farmers into the Grange, an organization which worked to provide a social and educational outlet for farmers.  They worked to set up alliances that fought governmental control over railroads and banks.  (p. 402)
Populism-  The movement of the people born with the founding of the Populist Party in 1892.  It worked to reform politics and gave a greater voice to the working people.  They fought for an 8 hour workday and other financial reforms which became so popular that they were eventually adopted as part of the Democratic Party platform.  (p. 403)
Bimetallism-  Central issue of the election of 1896 for President which favored making money either gold or silver in exchange for the paper currency.  The other side fought to simply back it with gold.  (p. 405)
William McKinley-  Republican who won election of 1896 due to his commitment to the gold standard by defeating William Jennings Bryan which led to the eventual end of the Populist movement.  (p. 404-05.)
