Guided Viewing:  Dances with Wolves
Guided Viewing Questions:  Answer the following questions while watching the film. Then, research and explain whether the ideas and terms to test value and limitations are historically accurate.  Each question and ideas and terms are worth a point.  The final two questions are worth 10 points each.  The assignment is worth a total of 40 points.
Day 1
1.  Which US war is being fought at the start of this film?

2.  Why do you think the General views the soldier’s suicide attempt as an act of heroism?

3.  What type of historical source does the script for this film seem to come from?

4.  What priority do the frontier forts seem to be at for the US army at the start of this film?  Why?

5.  What is the state of Ft. Sedgwick when Lt. Dunbar arrives?

Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:
St. David’s Field, TN

Lt. John Dunbar

Ft. Hays

Ft. Sedgewick

Day 2
6.  Do you agree with the actions of the natives towards the white man?
7.  What Native American tribe is the man Dunbar scares away from the fort a part of?

8.  Why do you think the Natives keep trying to take Cisco?
9.  What is your opinion of the choice the Natives make to deal with Dunbar?  
10. How did Stands With A Fist become part of the native tribe?
Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:

Sioux

Horse thieves

Pawnee
Day 3

11.  How does Dunbar’s impression of the natives change?

12.  What does the conversation between Dunbar and Kicking Bird show you about communication between white settlers and natives?
13.  From what you see in this film, how significant was the buffalo to the natives of the plains?

14.  Why do you think the buffaloes were left behind?  Who killed them?

15.  Who are the Sioux’s enemies?

Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:

Lakota

Day 4

16.  What motive is there for Dunbar to get his rifles at the fort?

17.  To what extent did the rifles impact the Sioux’s encounter with the attacking Pawnee?

18.  How was the battle between the Sioux and Pawnee different from any other Dunbar ever participated in before?

19.  What can you conclude from Ten Bears’ reaction to Dunbar’s revelation of the coming of white men?
20.  What does Dunbar find upon returning to the soldier fort?

21.  Why do you think the soldiers call Dunbar a traitor?
22.  What does the journal floating down the river symbolize?

Film Review:

Write a one page review of the film citing actual events to support your opinions. 10-5 marks for a clear opinion with several specific events from the film presented.  4-0 marks if only a summarized account of the movie is provided with weak opinions.
Evaluation of film as an historical source:  

Using the film “Dances With Wolves” and your own knowledge, to what extent is the film a strong source for historians investigating the affects of American Westward Expansion on Native societies? 10-5 marks argument, synthesis of sources and own knowledge as well as reference to the sources is presented. 4 -0  Only source material or only own knowledge is used.
Guided Viewing:  Dances with Wolves Notes
Day 1

:00 – beginning to :31 when Dunbar sees the deer in the water
Day 2

:31 Dunbar cleaning camp to 1:08 after Stands With A Fist’s flashback
Day 3
1:08 Dunbar tried to feed wolf to 1:48  where the war party leaves
Day 4
2:02 news of Pawnee approach to 2:42 rescue of Dunbar from army
