Spanish American War 

and 

Yellow Journalism Webquest

You will be completing a Webquest or visiting specific Websites to answer the following Question? (Get it…  Web-Quest!)  So here we go:

The Question?

How did Yellow Journalism use events to affect Americans in the early 20th Century?
The Proof of your answer?  


The objective of this webquest is for you to create a Newspaper Headline and Article or Cartoon about the Spanish American War in Cuba.

Visit the following website by putting your cursor over the website, then press the CTRL button and LEFT CLICK on the mouse at the same time.

http://www.pbs.org/crucible/

Click on the “Yellow Journalism” link located in the right column of the site.  Then, read the information about Yellow Journalism.  Next, click on the “Hearst Biography” on the left side of the page and read about the powerful owner of the New York Journal.  Furthermore, visit the “Davis Biography” on the left side of the page to read about reporter Richard Harding Davis.  Finally, look over the “Headline Gallery” and “Cartoon Gallery” to get an idea of actual headlines and cartoons used to promote a war with Spain in Cuba.

Newspaper Headline and Article/Cartoon

Now, create a headline using Word Art on Microsoft Word.  You can access this by clicking the blue A on the bottom tool bar or click on Insert at the top of the page, followed by Picture and lastly Word Art.  You will use this to write and design your headline.  Remember the headlines were meant to sensationalize or shock the readers to get their interest.  You must do the same to get credit.  Next, you must also include a graphic, picture or political cartoon underneath the headline.

Lastly, write a one paragraph story about the Spanish-Cuban War.  Remember, yellow journalism stories were mostly made up, so even if you don’t know a lot about what happened in the war, you are just as knowledgeable as a reporter like Davis.  

Rubric:

You will be graded based on the following rubric for your headline, graphic and article.  It is worth a total of 20 points.
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Who, What, When, Where & How
	Article addresses ALL of the 5 W's (who, what, when, where and how).
	Article addresses most of the 5 W's (who, what, when, where and how).
	Article addresses a few of the 5 W's (who, what, when, where and how).
	Article addresses few or none of the 5 W's (who, what, when, where, and how).

	Layout - Headlines & Captions
	Article has a headline that captures the reader's attention and accurately describes the content. All graphics have captions that describe the people and action in the graphic.
	Articles has headline that accurately describes the content. All graphics have captions.
	Article headline accurately describes the content. Most graphics have captions.
	Article does not have adequate headline OR many graphics do not have captions.

	Point of View Worthwhile
	The information was accurate and there was a clear understanding for the sensationalism presented in the article.
	The information was accurate and there was a fairly good reason for the sensationalism presented in the article.
	The information was occasionally inaccurate or misleading, but there was a clear reason for the sensationalism presented in the article.
	The information was typically inaccurate, misleading or libelous OR there was no clear reason for the sensationalism presented in the article.

	Spelling and Proofreading
	No spelling or grammar errors remain after one or more people (in addition to the typist) read and correct the newspaper.
	No more than a couple of spelling or grammar errors remain after one or more people (in addition to the typist) read and correct the newspaper.
	No more than 3 spelling or grammar errors remain after one or more people (in addition to the typist) read and correct the newspaper.
	Several spelling or grammar errors remain in the final copy of the newspaper.

	Graphic Creativity
	The graphic is made by the student and obviously represents an historical event from the time of the Spanish-American War.
	The graphic is not made by the student and obviously represents an historical event from the time of the Spanish-American War.
	The graphic is or is not made by the student and doesn’t clearly represent an historical event from the time of the Spanish-American War.
	Graphics are not clearly related to the article OR no graphics were used.

	
	
	
	
	


