Guided Viewing:  The Alamo
Guided Viewing Questions:  Answer the following questions while watching the film. Then, research and explain the ideas, people or terms listed after each day to test value and limitations are historically accurate.  Each question and term is worth one point.  The final two questions are worth 10 points each, you must complete one of the two questions.  The assignment is worth a total of 40 points.
Day 1

1.  When does this film take place?
2.  Explain what is happening at the start of the film in San Felipe, TX?
3. Identify and list the four main historical characters that have appeared in the film at this point.
4.   Why was the Alamo a significant location for the Texians to defend?  How was it a less than ideal place to do so?
5.  Why do you think some of the Mexicans fought against the forces of Santa Anna?

6.  How would you describe the Texian’s position defending the Alamo upon the arrival of Santa Anna’s army?

7.  Why do you think the Mexican army raises a flag that reads, “Death to Traitors?”

Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:

Sam Houston
Davy Crockett

Colonel Jim Bowie

William Travis
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna
Day 2
8.  How would you have planned to deal with the advancing Mexican army, fight with Travis or work for truce like Bowie?  Why?
9.  Explain how Crockett adds to his legend at the Alamo.
10.  What does Houston say all the men in the Alamo are fighting for?
11.  Why do you think Crockett went to Texas and the Alamo?

12.  What is Houston’s motive for keeping the 100 soldiers in Gonzalez and not sending them to reinforce the Alamo?

13.  What do you think is Santa Anna’s motive or reason for allowing all native born Mexican’s to leave the Alamo?

Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:

Bowie knife
The Red Stick War
Day 3

14.  Do you believe there is historical accuracy with Crockett’s response and result of his actions to the taps or drums being played by the Mexican army?  Why or why not?

15.  How could you determine whether the narration of letters by those in the Alamo during the film improves the historical accuracy of this film?  
16.  How would you test the value of this film as an historical source for someone researching the events of the Battle of the Alamo based on this part of the movie?
17.  What do you predict will be the outcome of the Battle of the Alamo?  
18.  How would you explain Santa Anna’s decision to proceed with an attack prior to the arrival of their cannon?
19.  What was Houston’s motive for continuing to retreat from Santa Anna’s army?
20.  What was the historical outcome of the defeat of Santa Anna’s army?
Ideas and Terms to test value and limitations of source:

Battle of the Alamo

Controversy of the death of David Crockett
The Battle of San Jacinto
Film Review:

Write a one page review of the film citing actual events to support your opinions. 10-5 marks for a clear opinion with several specific events from the film presented.  4-0 marks if only a summarized account of the movie is provided with weak opinions.
Evaluation of film as an historical source:  

Using the film “The Alamo” and your own knowledge, to what extent is the film a strong source for historians investigating the relationship between the US and Mexico in the early 19th century? 10-5 marks argument, synthesis of sources and own knowledge as well as reference to the sources is presented. 4 -0  Only source material or only own knowledge is used.
Guided Viewing:  The Alamo
Day 1

:00 – :39 beginning to raising of the Death to Traitors flag.
Day 2
:39 - 1:20  from Santa Anna’s discussion of the location of Houston to Crockett’s request that Travis address the people of the Alamo.
Day 3

1:27 -  2:08  from Crockett playing the fiddle to the taps until the end.
