Birth of the Republican Party Analysis Guidelines and Rubric Guidelines:

You will be completing a small project in which you will be doing the following:

1.  Analyzing a political cartoon dealing with the Dred Scott case.  View the cartoon at:  http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/cartoon/madrille.html  Then, describe the origin, value, purpose and limitations of the cartoon with respect to the birth of the Republican Party during the 1850’s.
2.  Read some of the Lincoln and Douglas debates at:  http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/debates.html   Then, create a slogan for Lincoln or Douglas based on your political party and represent that slogan on an 8 ½ x 11” piece of copy paper.

3.  Present a party statement for your assigned Political Party based on the issue of slavery.  Then, present that statement along with your slogan/poster to the class which will allow you to fill out a Party Platform sheet for each party.

4.  Finally, you will evaluate this debate by answering the following questions:

· What were the positions of each party on the issue of slavery? Which positions, if any, changed over time in reaction to specific events? Which events? 
· How did the parties’ positions have an impact on economic, social and environmental history in the US?
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	Political Cartoon Analysis 
	Origin, purpose, value and limitations for each source are discussed with strong connection to the birth of the Republican Party. 
	Both sources are discussed but only some of the origin, purpose, value and limitations are described for each with some connection to the birth of the Republican Party.
	Both sources are discussed but only the origin and purpose are mentioned and only some connection to the birth of the Republican Party.
	Only one source is discussed and the origin, purpose, value and limitations are all explained.
	Only one source is discussed and only origin and purpose are found.

	Poster and Slogan
	Very unique and creative display of information and shows clear understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Somewhat unique and creative display of information and shows  some understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Little or no creativity in display of information but shows some  understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols.
	Little or no creativity in display of information  and shows little  understanding of issue through pictures, words and/or symbols. 
	No creativity in display of information and no understanding of the issue.

	Party Platform Worksheet
	All issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Most issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Some issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	Few issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.
	A couple issues are presented on platform worksheet correctly.

	Questions 
	The essay is well focused and has developed balanced answers.
	The essay is focused, developed and balanced answers but the analysis is not fully developed.
	The essay is with focus and some explicit analysis.
	The essay contains narrative with some implicit analysis of how successful it was.
	The essay contains vague and inaccurate general comments.


·  To what extent did the parties’ positions impact US political history?
