Civil War Notes I

 Abraham Lincoln:  The 16th President of the US, Lincoln was sworn in as President on March 4, 1861.  He became a President of a dis-United States that would not be reunited for four years of bloodshed and strong leadership.

Secession:  Lincoln argued that secession or separation from the US was impossible because the North and South were inseparable.  There was no geographical barrier to separate them and while the social institution of slavery, political debate over its spread and economic fight to keep it alive would only be answered through war.  

Jefferson Davis:  With the secession of the southern states the Confederacy wrote a new constitution and elected a new leader.  He would become the rival to the Union leading Lincoln.

Ft. Sumter:  Davis and Lincoln first squared off at this fort in Charleston, where less than a few hundred men were surrounded by Confederate forces.  Lincoln had to decide whether to allow its commander to surrender without firing a shot or send reinforcements and risk provoking South Carolinians to fight back.  Lincoln took the middle of the road, notifying the Confederacy that a convoy was being sent to “provision” the garrison.  A Union naval force was sent to Ft. Sumter, which the South regarded as aggression.  The effect was that the South opened fire on the fort April 12, 1861 and the first shots of the Civil War were fired.  Lincoln turned the loss into a victory by provoking the South to fire first, thus moving many Northerners towards war.
Civil War Notes II
Antietam :  Confederate General Robert E. Lee met Robert McClellan and the Union army at Antietam Creek in Maryland in September of 1862.  McClellan managed to stop Lee from advancing to Washington, more out of luck if anything else as two Union soldiers had found Lee’s battle plans wrapped in a packet of three cigars dropped by a Confederate officer.  With this intelligence, McClellan led the Union into a military draw, but Lee withdrew back across the Potomac. McClellan ended up being removed from his field post.  

Emancipation Proclamation:  While Antietam wasn’t a major victory for either side, it did give the military victory Abraham Lincoln needed to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.  This made the Civil War a moral crusade over the fate of slavery and changed the face of the war.  While the Proclamation didn’t end slavery, it did set the precedent for the end of it and the signing of the 13th Amendment.  Overall it spelled the ultimate doom of slavery and gave the North a stronger moral cause for ending the war and removed any idea of settlement.
Fighting 54 th:  Emancipation allowed for the acceptance of Northern blacks and runaway slaves to join Union forces.  One unit in Massachusetts was formed with the support of Frederick Douglass and represented in the film “Glory.”  In all, African American soldiers fought in about 500 battles, during the war.  Twenty-two won the Congressional Medals of Honor, the highest military award.  
Battle of Gettysburg:  In July of 1863, Lee met Union forces and fought for three days.  A final charge by General George Pickett broke the Confederate attack and its cause.  It was the last chance for the Confederates to win the war and from then on their cause was doomed.
Gettysburg Address:  Later in the autumn of 1863, Lincoln dedicated a cemetery at Gettysburg and following a two hour speech by another orator, Lincoln issued in two minutes, words that at the time were given little attention, but would last for the ages as the first time the United States would be referred to as one nation.
Civil War Notes III  
Shiloh:  In a battle in the west, the Confederates in April of 1862, showed that the war would not end easily as they held off the Union attack across the border of Tennessee in the Mississippi River Valley.  

Ulysses S. Grant:  The General who refused to give up at Shiloh and despite pleas to Lincoln to remove him became one of the most popular Union Generals.  In 1863 he won in the siege of Vicksburg, a week later Port Hudson fell and the Union took control of the Mississippi River.
William Tecumseh Sherman and his march through Georgia:  Sherman took Atlanta in September of 1864 and burned the city in November.  Then, he left his supply base and headed each not emerging until Savannah.  He and his men cut a sixty mile trail of destruction through Georgia, burning buildings, tearing up railroads to destroy supply lines and weaken moral of the men on the front by destroying their homes.
Robert E. Lee:  After the losses at Vicksburg and Gettysburg, Grant was brought from the West to pursue and defeat Lee.  He engaged Lee in several battles in 1864, one at Cold Harbor in the summer of 1864 that lasted all autumn, winter and part of the spring.  
Appomattox Court House:  Union Troops captured Richmond and cornered Lee here in 1865.  Grant met with Lee and granted the Confederates their unconditional surrender.  
