Social Reform Notes I
Social Darwinism:  Based on the ideas of Charles Darwin, capitalism and its industrialists felt they were a product of natural selection.  American industrial plutocrats began to feel their position in life was self-justified, divine and relied on a theory of survival-of-the fittest.  But how does the rest of society battle this divine power?  Education!
Emily Dickenson:  As reform in education grew, the rest of America did too.  Americans read more from poets like Lewis Wallace, Walt Whitman, and Dickenson.  A gifted American poet, her fame didn’t grow until after her death in 1886.  
Mark Twain:  In literature, Samuel Clemens or Mark Twain wrote satirical essays and books questioning the post-Civil War politics and speculators of America.  He wrote books like The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County but is best known for The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  
Prohibition:  While Americans were reforming their minds through literature, others or mostly women worked to reform society by fighting for the vote and the temperance of “Demon Rum.”  The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union in 1874 and later the Anti Saloon League was formed in 1893 and led a charge by singing tunes like, “The Saloon Must Go!” and “Vote Cold Water, Boys,” or “The Lips that Touch Liquor, Must Never Touch Mine.”  This and other reform movements led to an increase in the move for voting rights for women.

1893 Columbian Exposition of Chicago:  Cultural change grew into other aspects of American society as well.  The arts and entertainment flourished in the late 1800s as Americans found a new desire for painting, music, architecture and other entertainment.  A revival of classic architectural forms was shown off at the exposition in Chicago which honored Columbus’s first trip to the Americas.  27 million Americans visited the expo and it did much to raise American artistic standards and promote city planning.
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Social Reform Notes II

Progressivism:  Social reform also found its way into ideas of improving the social and economic standing of the nation’s urban poor. Critics of social injustice inspired by European immigrants and ideas of socialism began to enter politics.  They promoted progressivism using religious doctrine and demanded better living conditions, suffrage and other social changes.  Politically, most of the progressives came from the middle class who fought to lessen the power of the industrialists and quiet the socialist agendas of the immigrant worker.
Muckrakers The tools used to expose the evil of industry over the poverty stricken were popular magazines like Collier’s or McClure’s where circulation wars pushed young reporters to dig for dirt the public loved to hate, the rich and divine.  Teddy Roosevelt branded them “muckrakers” because of their excess desire to rake the muck and sling it around.  An example such muckrakers were Lincoln Steffens who wrote about New York’s Tammany Political Machine or Upton Sinclair who wrote The Jungle against the treatment of workers and poor sanitation in Chicago’s slaughterhouses.
 Triangle Shirtwaist Co. Fire:  Sometimes industry made negative news with no muckraking at all.  In the Triangle Shirtwaist Co. Fire, the affect of poor regulation of factories was seen in a lethal fire in New York in 1911. Locked doors and other fire code violations made the factory into a death trap, and 146 young female and immigrant workers were incinerated or forced to jump from 8th and 9th floor windows to their death.  This led to a public outcry and massive reform to prevent industrial accident and give greater power to the worker.
Charlotte Perkins Gilman:  The greatest aspect of progressive reform came in the final push for suffrage.  Progressivism in society and politics was fought in a large part by women, who then used this new political position to fight for the right to vote.  To gain this political position, the masses needed to be convinced.  Gilman, a distant relative of Harriet Beecher Stowe, called on women to abandon their dependent status and contribute the community.  This is evident in her short story, “The Yellow Wallpaper.”
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