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CHAPTER 16 Section 1 (pages 441–445)
TERMS AND NAMES
potlatch Ceremonial giving practiced
by some Native American societies in
the Pacific Northwest
Anasazi Early Native American
people who lived in the Southwest
pueblos Villages of large apartment-
like buildings made of clay and stone
by peoples of the American
Southwest
Mississippian Related to the Mound
Builder culture that flourished in North
America between A.D. 800 and 1500
Iroquois Native American peoples
from the eastern Great Lakes region
of North America who formed an
alliance in the late 1500s
totems Animals or other natural
objects that serve as symbols of
clans or other groups

North American
Societies
BEFORE YOU READ

In the last section, you read about diverse societies in
Africa.

In this section, you will read about diverse societies in
North America.

AS YOU READ
Use the chart below to take notes on Native American
societies.

Complex Societies in the West;
Mound Builders and Other
Woodland Cultures (pages 441–444)

Where did different Native
American societies arise?
Between about 40,000 and 12,000 years ago,
hunter-gatherers moved from Asia to North
America. (At that time the two continents had a
land connection.) These were the first Americans.
They spread throughout North and South America.
They had many different ways of life, each suited
to the place where they lived.

The Pacific Northwest stretches from modern
Oregon to Alaska. The peoples who lived there
used the rich resources of the region. The sea was
the most important of these resources. The people
there hunted whales. They also gathered food from
the forests on the coast. The people of the Pacific
Northwest developed societies in which differences
in wealth led to the creation of social classes. From
time to time, they performed a ceremony called the
potlatch. In this ceremony, wealthy families could
show their rank and prosperity by giving food,
drink, and gifts to the community.

Name ______________________________________________________________ Date ______________________

Pacific Northwest
Resources—sea and forest

Potlatch ceremony

Native American
Societies
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148 CHAPTER 16 SECTION 1

The peoples of the Southwest faced a harsh
environment. The Hohokam people irrigated, or
watered, their crops. Their use of pottery and bas-
kets showed that they had contact with the
Mesoamerican people to the south.

The Anasazi lived where the present-day states
of Utah, Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico
meet. They built groups of houses in the shallow
caves that broke up the rocky walls of deep
canyons. By the 900s, the Anasazi were living in
pueblos. Pueblos were villages with large, apart-
ment-style groupings. They were made of stone
and clay baked in the sun. The Anasazi did not have
horses, mules, or the wheel. They relied on human
power to make their pueblos. They had small win-
dows to keep out the hot sun. One of the largest
pueblos had more than 600 rooms and probably
housed about 1,000 people.

Many Anasazi pueblos were abandoned around
1200. Later peoples—including the Hopi and
Zuni—living in this area continued the traditions of
the Anasazi.

In the woods east of the Mississippi River,
another culture arose. These people are called the
Mound Builders. They built large mounds of earth
that were filled with copper and stone artwork.
When seen from above, some mounds revealed the
shapes of animals. The Mississippians were a peo-
ple who lived later in this area. They built thriving
villages, such as Cahokia. In the center of Cahokia
was a flat-topped pyramid with a temple on top.

The peoples of the northeastern woodlands had
many different cultures. They often fought for con-
trol of land. Some groups formed alliances to put
an end to this fighting. The most successful of
these alliances was set up in the late 1500s by the
Iroquois and was called the Iroquois League. The
league linked five tribes in upper New York.

1. Explain the cultural differences between the
Anasazi and the Mississippians.

Cultural Connections (pages 444–445)

How were Native American
groups similar culturally?
These North American groups had some common
features. Trade linked people of all regions of
North America. Religious ideas were similar across
the continent as well. Nearly all native North
Americans thought that the world was full of spir-
its and that people had to follow certain rituals and
customs to live in peace. Native Americans also
shared great respect for the land, which they did
not believe that people could own.

They also shared an emphasis on the family as
the most important social unit. Family included
parents, children, grandparents, and other rela-
tives. In some tribes, families were linked together
with others who shared a common ancestor. These
larger groups are called clans. Clans were often
identified with a totem. A totem is a natural object
or animal that a person, clan, or family uses to show
its identity.

2. Name three features shared by Native American
groups.
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