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What is literal meaning for Buddhism?

● Buddhists means those who follow the teachings of the Buddha.

What is the literal meaning for Hinduism?

● The followers of Vedas are called “Arya,” and they are nobles. Arya is not a 
dynasty, ethnicity, or race. Anyone who follows the teachings of the Vedas is 
considered as an Arya.



Where are they from?

● Buddhism and Hinduism both are 
from India.

● Buddhism came from Nepal, 
India.

● Hinduism came from Indian 
Subcontinent.



Goals

Buddhism:
● Their goal was to have a constant cycle of reincarnation until enlightenment is reached after 

which moksha is attained.
● They want to attain enlightenment and be released from the cycle of rebirth and death, thus 

attaining Nirvana.

Hinduism:
● They want salvation to have freedom from the cycle of birth and reincarnation.
● They want to break the cycle of birth, death and reincarnation, and to attain salvation.



Beliefs of Buddhism

● A Buddha teacher teaches the Four Noble of Truths and the Eightfold Paths to those who wants to 
become a Buddhists.

● Buddhism does not believe in a Creator God.
● A God or gods have always been rejected completely by Theravada Buddhists. Their only refuges 

are the three jewels: The Buddha, The Dhamma, and The Sangha.
● They believe that any other ideas and concepts rather than the Buddha's teachings will never be 

true or perfect in this world.



Beliefs of Hinduism

● Diverse beliefs depending on sects.
● They believed in many gods, but they realize that they’re all came from Atman.
● God is in everything and everything is God.
● They worship to the various gods and goddesses of Hinduism.
● They believed that Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs should reunite with Hinduism.



Views of Religion
Buddhism:
● They deny the existence of a God or gods.
● Buddhism is not a religion, but the teachings of the Buddha.
● Buddhism sees no difference in following more than one religion.
● Being a Dharmic religion, Buddhism has no relative view of Abrahamic religions.
● Buddhism does not criticize any other religions.
● They know that any other religions cannot lead to the nirvana, but they never punish them.

Hinduism:
● Charvakas and Sankyas are the atheistic groups in Hinduism.
● Some believe that all spiritual paths lead to the same God.
● Hinduism is a Dharmic religion not a Abrahamic religion.
● They believe that all religions have some truth in them.
● Some Hindu sects claim Buddha was an avatar of Vishnu and others believe that he was a holy man.
● Buddhism and Jainism were considered atheistic religions by traditional Hindu schools but the Buddhists 

doesn’t consider Buddha as a avatar of Vishnu. They believe that Hindu priests made that claim to stem the 
spread of Buddhism and it threatened Hinduism.



Views of Afterlife

Buddhism:
● The cycle of rebirth and death are in 31 realms as ruled by karma.
● Good karma can lead one to be reborn into any of the 26 realms of happiness and evil karma will 

lead one to be reborn into any of the four nether realms of suffering.
● If one person doesn’t attained Nirvana, then he or she will be reborn into any of the 31 planes of 

existence over and over again due to his/her karma.

Hinduism:
● A constant cycle of reincarnation until enlightenment is reached after which moksha is attained.



Salvations

Buddhism:
● The Buddha would tells us that it depends on ourselves to attain nirvana by practising the 

Threefold Training or the Eightfold Path.
● Buddhism has nothing to do with "salvation".
● The only goal in Buddhism is to attain Nirvana.
● To do this we should let go of our desires, cravings and attachments, and try to dispel our 

ignorance.

Hinduism:
● The Upanishads say that God chooses who gets salvation.
● Salvation is attained via good deeds and righteousness by following the "dharma" and avoiding 

the sins.
● If they’re reaching for enlightenment, then they have to go through the Path of Knowledge, the 

Path of devotion, or the Path of Good Deeds.



Domination
Buddhism:
● Buddhism has superior power and influence in Theradava Buddhist countries, Myanmar, Laos, 

Thailand, Cambodia, and Sri Lanka. The Noble Truths are presently best heard in Myanmar only.

Hinduism:
● Mainly in India.



Greater Impact
Hinduism has the greater impact on the Indus River Valley civilization. Why does Hinduism have the greater impact than Buddhism 

because Hinduism was first before Buddhism came along. People in India were used to Hinduism before Buddhism was made and when 
Buddhism was created some of the people converts to Buddhism because probably they didn’t like Hinduism. But most of the people stayed in 
Hinduism because they didn’t like what Buddhism changed their rules.

Ex: Hindus believe in many gods but Buddhists doesn’t believe in any gods and don’t need one.


