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Question 1A/1B 
 

Student provides 
at least three valid 
points for Source 
A and  with at 
least two for 
Source B 

Student provides 
at least one valid 
point for both  
Source A and  
Source B 

Student provides 
at least one valid 
point for Source A 
OR  Source B 

Student provides 
NO valid points for 
either source OR 
only provides 
points for one of 
the sources. 

Question 2 OPVL References origin, 
purpose and 
content and 
provides a 
detailed 
explanation of 
value and 
limitation of 
sources. 

References origin, 
purpose and 
content and 
vaguely mentions 
value and 
limitations of 
sources. 

References origin, 
purpose and 
content and at 
least discusses 
value OR 
limitations of 
sources. 

References origin, 
purpose and/or 
content of 
sources. 

Question 3 
Compare/Contrast 

Running 
comparison of 
both sources is 
given with strong 
linkage. 

Discussion of each 
source is given 
separately with 
good linkage. 

Discussion of one 
source is provided 
ONLY. 

Discussion of one 
source but doesn’t 
answer questions. 

Question 4 
Knowledge 

Response is 
focused on the 
question 

Response is 
generally focused 
on the question. 

Response lacks 
focus on the 
question. 

Response does not 
reach standard 
described 
previously. 

Question 4 
Analysis 

Clear references 
made to the 
sources, and they 
are used 
effectively as 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis. 

References are  
made to the 
sources, and they 
are used as 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis. 

References to the 
sources are made, 
but they are 
descriptions of the 
content of the 
sources rather 
than being used as 
evidence to 
support analysis. 

Response does not 
reach standard 
described 
previously. 

Question 4 
Synthesis 

Accurate and 
relevant own 
knowledge is 
demonstrated.  
Effective synthesis 
of own knowledge 
and source 
material. 

Own knowledge 
lacks relevance or 
accuracy.  There is 
little or no 
attempt to 
synthesize own 
knowledge and 
source material. 

No own 
knowledge 
demonstrated or, 
where it is, it’s 
inaccurate or 
irrelevant. 

Response does not 
reach standard. 



 

Paper 1 External Markbands (Rubric  SBG to Marks Conversion) 

4-3.5 = 21-25 marks 

3.4-3 = 18-20 marks 

2.9-2 = 12-17 marks 

1.9-1.5 = 9-11 marks 

1.5-1 = 1-8 marks 

 

External markbands—paper 1 (fourth question) (SL and HL) 

 

Marks Level Descriptor 

0 The response does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1-3 The response lacks focus on the question. 

 

References to the sources are made, but at this level these references are likely to 

consist of descriptions of the content of the sources rather than the sources being used 

as evidence to support the analysis. 

 

No own knowledge is demonstrated or, where it is demonstrated, it is inaccurate or 

irrelevant. 

4-6 The response is generally focused on the question. 

References are made to the sources, and these references are used as evidence to 

support the analysis. 

 

Where own knowledge is demonstrated, this lacks relevance or accuracy. 

 

There is little or no attempt to synthesize own knowledge and source material. 

7-9 The response is focused on the question. 

 

Clear references are made to the sources, and these references are used effectively as 

evidence to support the analysis. 

 

Accurate and relevant own knowledge is demonstrated. There is effective synthesis of 

own knowledge and source material. 


